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Mis. Herry had seen it and sorrowed
overit. When next Winifred came to
town, ‘“Aissy, dear child,” she said, with
affectionute antreaty, “‘why is it that
you do not love your father?”

“Buat 1 * a8id the girl, reddening,
“At leait, 1 love him, 1 sappose, jost as
most girls love their fathars.™
She bud no mond 1o confess that she
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John Fletchersaw herasshe went across
the yard, under the leafess China trees, |
end an impulse for whioch be did not seek
to accoust urged him to follow, Whare-
{ore should he, becanss of a war that was
over, be forever an allen? She had sant
himthe invitation to dinner; rather would
he have fastad; but beciuse she had |
aeked it ho did viclmoce to his feelings; |
it was too much to expest him to do vio- |
lence to his feelings a secand time in ope |
day, and he followed her. With mnf:|
etrides he overtook her just as she reanhad

the gate that led into the lane.

“Allow me,” he suid, as he stepped |
forward to open it

She turned and looked st him: & sud- |
den blush ewept over his face as ghe
thanked him.

“hay I go with you? he asksd, boM- |
br. “It ia too late for you to be out
alone,” he urged, seeing ber hesibote;
it is growing dark, and"—

“] am not efraid,” she said. “Iam
gomg no farther than Daddy Gilbert's
old cabin. Itis not & place that can in-
terest vou"—

“But I may go with you? he reiter-
ated.
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inside,
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Missy coverad her face with bar hands
and turped sway from Cuapt. Flstcher
with a shudder,

The movement might bave been in-
voluntary, but it was fmpe=ible to mis-
understand it. Joun Fistoher gave the
crutch to old Gilbert spd went away;
but he eould not go fast suough to avold
bearing old Giloert’s comment:

“Missy, dut Mawse (in'rel is quality,
sho’, fikten ter becneo’ de Thorne penern-
tion. Is you knowin® how be woz pow'ful
ter Mawse Nic
ever rmind him,” Missy interruptad,
“How did vou bappen to lose

“*Misay, it woz dishyer way: 1 dudno
hukkom Mawse Qin'ral Fletcher
brung hit ter pess; but me &n’ Mawse
Nick, wewnz turned [Toe outen Nush-
ville, whey we wuz tooken prisuers, en’
I brumg Mawse Nick to Melton, in da
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" endurin’ of d=wah; en’ me'n
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Gilbert stammered; to be sented in the
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“pmllaw, mawster? Is Mawse Nick
wrotened you "hont dat? En'1 tole him
not ter fret, secin' dis ole no ‘count mig-
ger is 'mos’ter de eend of his row. 1
doan "zactly re-collict, I lLad iton tera
scrap o paper Mawae Nick writ me, en®
a tally stick besides, which I conld oner-
stan'better, dut I los’ "am bof, long with
my riumberifils, on de fiel' o' battle, 1ls
you besn in de wah, mawster?”

*“Yes,” said the colonel.

““Praise be ter glory!” sjaculntad old
Gilbert. “Den vou kin anerstan’ de wuz
pow’ful soatterin’ Gmes, en’ hit druv de
amount plum outen my min'. Soce of
hit wuz what Misgie-virey sonthim, an'l
had ter purten’ lak hit wazall mine ter
git him ter borrer hit. Hit woz liks
Mawse Kick wuz my chile, Not butes |
onerstan’ hit, mawster, you wuoz boun'
ter shet yo' eves beginat bim far o'rec.
tion,” the okl raan hestenad to amend.
“En' I wuz after him cawstant ter sen'
you his ‘pentance, but my min' misgive
me, all along, dat Miss Roxy she wuz
wukin' baginst Mawse Nick’s *pentance,
You 'members Miss Roxy White, maws-
ters”
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Mawse Nick to turn Lis desives home-
wiads. "

The clonel glanced up quicklr with o
lovk of enlightenment:; was § ning
to understand lus son's olitmate silense,

*But now—now will bring him
back? Winifred entreated,

“We shall soe." the colonel miid. and
iocould not consent to lay bare
heart, and he chunged the subject.
‘.‘1‘(-\-"’ thal you are ovvn man, what
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“She s well, and she will e a0 glad 1o
() sid Missvy., *“Come w the
heuss and vou shali bave o Christinas
dinner. After all, thisin not smcl a sor
ruwlul Chrlstines axy.”
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Tet she wiped away the tears us she
went,

Old Gilhert's appenrance at the*‘gret
house™ crombed & hoblob of excdermant

that penetrated to the roem where John

Fletcher =it ip moody medimiion. Five
weeka had he Leea a HEest at Thotne
Hill, and his immowebls resclve was
ok he wonld go on the morrow: be
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sir, I dsturb you, and Dr. Tans advises
perfect quiet.”

The colonel had spest an hour in the
sickroon thet morning, butof all thas he
had said John Fletcher understord only
this, that Missy was going sway; that he
should see her no more.  His reasen, his
pride, his sense of “the eternal fitness ol
things,” amured him that this wes best
but more than ever did be now desfee 1o
leave Thorne HilL

AFTER XXX,

TV EREP SILESCE,

s r

Fushed boer: bi: shas

1t

mnlile of
oW

was ti

rheT cRmt

LUotsie EvRIE T s

1eseTied mpect

with profuss 4 N
EUSi A e Jois &
o ia abseni for ssveral

T of the weddmg of M
s theroto per
hafoekr phrased
bawing

=% il

t=ar alomel ¢

kT,

“Hy father, on Christmas Dy, would
Dol 2o te chunch.” Winifred centinwed,
“becatse he wonld pot leave his goess,
and bes coull not invite that guest ints
his paw.”

“Uonid nat®™ ropested the capiain
with a ansils that exsspersted Winifoed,

“How wonki you deel,” sivw exclwimed
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